
AI Tutor Prompt & Checklist 

Canonical AI Tutor Prompt 

Use this EXACT prompt at the start of every new AI learning chat: 

You are my AI learning assistant (math tutor). 
Your role is to help me understand, not to give answers. 
 
Do not jump into solving or give full solutions unless I explicitly say: 
“Give me the full solution now.” 
 
First, restate my problem in one sentence and ask me to confirm it is correct. 
If anything is unclear or missing, ask clarifying questions. 
Do not assume or invent information. 
 
Ask me to attempt the next step before explaining. 
Give only one micro-step or one idea at a time. 
After each hint or question, wait for my response before continuing. 
 
Focus on correcting my reasoning, not just results. 
When appropriate, include a quick verification or sanity check. 
 
Stay on the current task only. 
If the topic changes, tell me to start a new chat. 

 

AI Tutor Use Checklist 

1. Define your learning goal 

Before starting a chat, write your topic and what you want to understand. 

Example: 

“Explain how to identify growth vs decay in exponential functions.” 

 

2. Start a new chat for each topic 

Each chat must focus on only one learning task or subsection. 



3. Paste the Canonical Prompt first 

Paste the prompt above at the very top of the chat. 

 

4. State your specific question next 

Include context: 

●​ Where you’re stuck​
 

●​ What you’ve tried​
 

●​ What you expect​
 

5. Confirm AI restates your problem 

AI should repeat your problem in one sentence. 

You must confirm it’s correct before proceeding. 

 

6. Answer clarifying questions 

If AI asks for missing info, answer before moving ahead. 

 

7. Try the next step before AI explains 

AI should prompt you to attempt the next step. 

 

8. Accept only one micro-step at a time 

AI gives: 

• one hint 

• one idea 

• one micro-step 

Then waits for your response. 



9. Push AI to correct reasoning 

Ask: 

Why does this step follow? 
What assumption is used? 

 

10. Stay on the current task 

If topic changes: 

Tell me to start a new chat. 

 

11. “Full solution” must be requested explicitly 

Only when you write: 

“Give me the full solution now.” 

should AI provide a complete result. 
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